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BOOK REVIEWS 



Some Present Aspects of the Work of Teachers' Voluntary Associations in 
the United States. By Carter Alexander. New York: Teachers Col- 
lege, igio. Pp. vii+109. 

It is much easier to study those forms of organization which are fixed to a 
considerable extent by law than those which have more opportunity for variation. 
One can get at the instinctive or habitual elements in a situation more readily 
than those in which impulse plays a greater part. The present study of teachers' 
voluntary associations is timely in that agitation within our national organiza- 
tion promises to bring about more expert attention to its affairs by both con- 
servatives and radicals. 

Dr. Alexander has made the following divisions of his subject: differentia- 
tion and specialization, work in legislation, work for economic betterment, and 
the place of women in the associations. 

He shows the significance of voluntary organizations in a democratic society. 
In America "the vast majority of all bills originate in the counsels of voluntary 
associations and are introduced in legislatures .... at the instigation of asso- 
ciations whose agents watch them through every stage of their progress to final 
enactment or rejection. But when we contrast such theoretical possibility with 
the actual attempts and accomplishments of teachers' associations in this field, 
there is a great discrepancy which needs to be accounted for." 

It is interesting to notice how little evidence there is of any considerable 
contribution to the social problems of schools by the many able men who have 
been prominent in private schools. Their efforts seem to have been largely indi- 
vidualistic. 

Sections composed of high-school teachers are more frequent in state asso- 
ciations than any others, except those for superintendents and principals. They 
are found in three-fourths of the associations : 

Women are found to be much more active and prominent in local associa- 
tions than in those of more general scope. 

The historical movement is traced through the differentiation tendencies 
and the counter tendency toward federation. 

Possibly the most interesting sections are those pertaining to the relation 
of the associations to the problems of the standard of living and the place of 
women in a democratic society. We are making history in both these lines 
very rapidly at present, and a direct study of the situation as it now stands by 
both the leaders and the general membership will be a great means of reducing 
waste in the work done by associations. 

One need that this report shows is that of more adequate records of teachers' 
organizations of all kinds. A society ought to take itself with sufficient serious- 
ness to preserve the markings of its own trail. 
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